From
1. Dt 5. Venkatesh, M5, Ph.DD.,
1/98, 5ri Meenakshi Nagar, 2»d Street,
Naganakuilam, Madurai — 623 014. Tamilnadu.
Contact: 88388 81892 / ventaky@gmail.com
&
2. Dv. 5. Diraviam Dinesh, M.F.5c., Ph.D., LL.B.,

To
The Hon'ble Chief Justice of India,
The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India,
Tilak Marg, New Delhi — 110 001.
Respected Lordship,

Sub.: Recognition and registration of indigenous cattle breeds - reg,.

Ref.: Civil Appeal No. 005826-005827/2019; Diary No. 47483/2018.
(Mathala Chandrapati Rac Vs, Union of India & Ors.)

We, Dr. 5. Venkatesh, an Academic & Consultant and Dr. 5. Diraviam Dinesh, a
Scientist-turned-Advocate practicing before the Hon'ble Madras High Court, are
constrained to bring to Your Lordship’s knowledge regarding the dire urgency towards

recognition and registration of Indigenous Cattle Breeds which form significant part of



our long-standing tradition and national faunal biodiversity. India has been a niche to a
vast diversity of biological resources; home to about 8% of the recorded species on earth
and to 4 of biodiversity hotspots; one of the 17 recognized mega-diverse countries with

National Biodiversity Index of 0.732.

Conservation of India’s cattle biodiversity is pivotal to the livelihood of millions of
people, and sustainable genetic preservation of indigenous cattle breeds has become
inevitable given the heavy influx of exotic breeds and emergence of the consequent
hybrid population with consequent extinction of native breeds. Despite hardships, India
has taken various commendable steps towards conversation of biodiversity by
formulating National Policy and Macro-level Action Strategy in 1999 followed by the
enactment of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, and notification of Biodiversity Rules in
2004 in line with the UN Convention on Biodiversity [CBD]. In addition, the Government
of India has initiated “Rashtriya Gokul Mission” in December 2014 with the objective of
development and conservation of indigenous cattle breeds and allocated Rs. 1603.17

crores for a period of six years.

The importance of identification and classification of indigenous cattle breeds has
become paramount in order to protect their genetic purity, amidst an unprecedented rate
of decline in biodiversity. India holds about 13% of the world's cattle inventory ranking
second only to Brazil (~14.4%), and China stands at a distant 3*? with less than 8%. There
are more than a 1000 cattle breeds recognized worldwide. In India there are 50 registered

cattle breeds omly, as declared in a recent meeting (Januwary 2020) by the Breed



Registration Committee of ICAR-NBAGR, colloquially known as “Desi Gai”, “Nattu
Maadu" [Tamil], etc. Though the number of registered indigenous cattle breeds is paltry
in number they form a significant part of the cattle biodiversity in India and constitute
the indigenous genetic resource, the conservation and preservation of which is a mandate
under UN's Convention of Biologjical Diversity and is also mentioned in the Preamble of

the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (Annexure-A).

Being so, the number of registered indigenous cattle breeds was 37 in 2012 and 43 in
2018. However, the National Commission on Cattle Report [2002], coincidently,
mentioned about the presence of D50 indigenous cattle breeds (Annexure-B).
Nevertheless, the 18% Livestock Census [2007] specified 44 indigenous cattle breeds only.
But in fact, apart from and in addition to the aforementioned 50 registered indigenous
cattle breeds there are several hundreds of more cattle breeds which form part of our
traditional /indigenous ecological knowledge and system. To illustrate the
aforementioned glaring discrepancy in the reported number of indigenous cattle breeds
and ignorance, let us consider the following breeds - Dupad of Andhra Pradesh,

Alambadi & Tiruchengode of Tamilnadu - all of which were documented in the book
published by the then Government of Madras in 1936, titled “Livestock of Southern

India”, the first book authored by an all-time livestock officer of long service, Captain E.
W. Litlewood. Just as an example of the present scenario, the abovementioned four
breeds even though they are not extinct, are not yet recognized and registered as

indigenous cattle breeds. Similarly, there is an unregistered Rath breed of Rajasthan



[different from the Rathi breed], which was documented in the 1953 publication titled
“Zebu Cattle of India and Pakistan"” authored by N. R. Joshi and R. W. Phillips and also
recognized by the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization [FAQ]. In addition, a recent
publication of a scientific research article in the Journal of Animal Research by A K
Srivasta et. al., documented about 10 different yet unrecognized and unregistered
indigenous cattle breeds - for eg. Gurezi of Jammu & Kashmir, Jhari of Maharashtra, a
Hill cattle breed of Tripura, Kasaragode of Kerala. Kindly refer to Annexure-C for a list
of 30 yet unrecognized and unregistered indigenous cattle breeds. Thus, knowledge,
identification and classification of existing indigenous cattle breeds in addition to those

enlisted in Annexure-B scattered throughout India is of paramount importance.

There has been a wide spectrum of breed classification systems ranging from time-
tested traditional ecclogical knowledge and systems passed on through several
generations spanning across many millennia to the present day conventional genetic
marker-based systems. It is pertinent to note that Article 8 (j) of the UN's Convention of
Biclogical Diversity has acknowledged the contributions made by the traditional
comnumities and their ecological knowledge and systems towards conservation and
sustainable utilization of indigenous biclogical resources. Thus, it is crucial that the
present day conventional systems ought to reinforce and expand the traditional
ecological knowledge, systems and practices. [t won't be an exaggeration to advance the
fact that such a synergy is mandated by CED and the provisions of which are legally

binding on the participating countries. The traditional ecological knowledge and systems



have continuously evolved, perfected and been applied for the past many centuries. On
the contrary, these knowledge systems inherently confined to specific niches are prone to

disappearance as casualties of technological developments and shift in policies.

Presently, the aforementioned wunregistered indigenous cattle breeds are
categorized/ grouped under “Non-Descript” breeds, grossly ignoring the longstanding
indigenous traditional ecological knowledge and systems. Consequently, in a native
cattle population these unregistered cattle breeds make up to abeout 7% and the
remaining 25% constitute the registered cattle breeds as recorded in the Breed Survey
Book of 2013 published by the Animal Statistics Division, Department of Animal
Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare,
Government of India. Moreover, the same trend can be seen with respect to indigenous
breeds of other animals, including but not limited to goats, pigs, camels, horses & ponies.
There has been a continual and significant decline in the indigenous as well as non-
descript breeds in the past three decades. For instance, as per the 1992 Livestock Census
data the contribution of native breeds to the total cattle population pan-India was 92%
and the same declined to 73% as per the latest 20% census data published in 2019. In the
states of Punjab, Kerala and Tamilnadu the contribution of native breeds to the total cattle

population has declined to an alarming extent of less than 20%. This unfortunate scenario
may reflect the fact that since all the unrecognized and unregistered indigenous cattle
breeds have been grouped as non-descript it is highly probable that many indigenous

cattle breeds are endangered or on the verge of extinction.



Hence, we pray that the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India while hearing the above
referred pending Civil Appeal in C.A. No. 005826-005827 /2019, Mathala Chandrapati
Rao Vs. Union of India & Ors.,, may consider the abovementioned facts and pass
appropriate orders/directions to relevant authorities towards recognition and
registration of indigenous cattle breeds thereby protecting the national biodiversity and

the livelihood of those dependent on the same.

Chennai (5. Venkatesh)

06.05.2020 (5. Diraviam Dinesh)



