
Pair of bullock – source of entrepreneurship 

India being an agrarian country, we have rich heritage and knowledge in the field of agriculture. 

Agriculture was source of employment. Now due to industrialization and developments in science and 

technology man started using many advanced machines for his day to day work and this advanced 

even to agriculture. Gradual replacement of bullock by the tractors in farming due to many reasons is 

one reason for environmental hazards, low profitability in farming, and also unemployment. 

If the attitude of youngsters towards rearing of bullock for source of energy in farming is changed and 

made positive, this could be big breakthrough to the problem of unemployment, environmental 

pollution, increasing farmer’s income through sustainable agriculture and effective use of our tax 

money. 

India has a net sown area of 141 million hectare. As experience of the farmers goes 1 pair of bullock 

can cultivate a land of around 20 acres (8 ha). 1.76 crore bullock pairs are required for farming in 

India which could employ 1.76 crores of people. Present unemployed youth in India is 3.1 crore. 

Even if these bullock owners never get involved in farming, they shall maintain the pair of bullock 

healthy and do farm activities like sowing, inter cultivation, ploughing etc on a contract basis just like 

present day tractor persons do. (This is practiced in some of the villages by few farmers) 

For sowing by tractor for one acre cost would be Rs 800, if the same land is sown by bullock pair it 

would 2.5 acres per day. Cost would be Rs 2000 (considering tractor value) (1 person for seed sowing 

(Rs 300), 1 for fertilizer application  (Rs 300), 1 the bullock rider  (Rs 300) and pair of bullock 

would earn Rs 1100). This sowing period could extend from june to august during kharif and rabi 

sowing from September to November sometimes upto early December. 

Similar comparison can be made with FYM transportation and application. By tractor, cost would be 

Rs 1000 includes loading, transportation and unloading based on the distance of FYM and land. One 

tractor FYM if carried by bullock cart it would be 4 carts. Means a person with bullock pair can earn 

Rs 1000 if he transports 4 loads which can be easily carried on in a day. Again advantage with bullock 

cart is spreading in the field is done which otherwise would be extra cost if transported with tractor. 

Presently only bullock cart business gives employment to 2 crore population (this must be in urban 

area for transportation). 

And inter- cultivation work begins once sowing is over. Ploughing in summer, pre-sowing, tillage in 

summer etc will all add up to around 300 days (this is more than the present job days of rural labour 

class people). 

One can earn minimum f Rs 2.4 lakhs/year with 65 days holiday. And call himself as entrepreneur not 

employ. (Rs 300 his labour + Rs 500 bullock pair  means Rs 800 X 300 days = 240000 Rs) 

investment is Rs 1lakh on bullock pair, other implements at Rs 1 Lakh and maintenance cost being 

around Rs 36500 (Rs 100 per day)  per year this shall also be minimised to zero based on person’s 

work ethics and relationship with the land owners. Many a times feeding will be done in the field 

where we go to work. It helps the farm owner also by removing the weeds on the bunds etc.  There are 

other benefits of manure, advantage of carrying out farm operation with bullock pair etc. Tractor with 

an investment of Rs 6-7 lakhs, fuel charges, maintenance charges and interest on value of tractor 

would be very high and uneconomical. (only interest on 7 lakhs at 12% would be Rs 84000 which is 

more than the cost of maintaining a bullock pair). 



Hence with an investment of 2 lakh any one can become entrepreneur (no licence, no permission etc 

for this as on date) you will also enjoy fresh air, good drinking water, and work only during day time 

so your health is taken care. Many a times you get one or the other vegetable at the farm. 

Considering maintenance of tractors and bullock pair, both have maintenance. Advantage with tractor 

is, it should be fed only when it runs and for the bullocks it should be fed when at work or at rest. But 

bullocks give valuable dung (manure) for what it consumes while in tractor it releases smoke for what 

it consumes. 

This kind of entrepreneurship can be achieved if the loan support that prevails for tractors is provided 

for bullock pair also. 

Subsidy to tractor that prevails should be extended to bullock pair also. 

Youth should be taught on skills of handling bullock and economics of it and change their attitude 

towards bullock. 

Presently the labour charge per year in villages is around 1 -1.5 lakhs per year. And this rearing of 

bullock will help in increasing their income. And also they enjoy a title entrepreneur / self employed 

rather than labour. 

Because of sowing with tractors farmers are not able to grow intercrops, sometimes small grains etc. 

if the sowing is done manually with help of bullock pair the intercrops will be effectively sown, small 

grains like millets can also be sown. This helps in better farming. And this will create additional jobs 

by means as men or women are needed to sow, fertilizer application, while inter-cultivation 

supporting persons are required. 

Because of taking tractor in the field soil gets hard, instead with the bullocks it will not get hard. 

For those who invest on auto rickshaw, tum tum, transport vehicles etc and also avail loan for the 

same this shall be better option. 

Presently Rs 6000 crore worth tractors are sold in India and among this 95% is on credit. That means 

Rs 5700 crore is on loan. If this much amount is given as loan to buy bullock we would be giving loan 

to 5.7 lakh people which would be returned in a year or two. This could be 3.23 % of total bullock 

pair required on 100% loan. If 50% loan is given it would be 6.46% and considering present bullock 

pair owners, and many more influencing factors it would be helpful to many youths. 

So youth should decide to become entrepreneur along with bullock pair, government should act in this 

regard to create jobs. 

With all this bullock slaughtering is avoided, environment pollution is avoided, use of petrol and 

diesel is avoided thereby reducing import and help in increasing rupee value many more advantages. 

So studies on how many bullock pair are currently in the field, economics of maintaining of these 

animals, impact of it on pollution, employment, cropping system, fertiliser, pesticides etc need to 

conducted for better tomorrow of farmers and society. Otherwise as in Delhi, Chennai we also need to 

carry oxygen cylinders in our villages. 

To support for further such studies donate on https://www.wegopals.com/support-us/  
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