Family Farming

Before going into details of family farming, we will understand first both the words individually.
Family in Indian context means a social system which includes number of members like father,
mother, their parents and children, if their grand-parents exists then they or else their grand
children, etc. which in these days is getting to a nuclear family from joint family system.

Farming: again here also we had a farming system which included all the components of
ecological system for the benefit of the human beings, like animal components including cow,
buffalo, sheep, goat, chicks, dogs, cats, etc trees and plants includes timber plants, wild fruit
plants, etc. cropping component including cereals, pulses, oilseeds, etc. also components of
processing like dhal mill, oil mill, etc, farm input preparation methodologies like composting,
pesticides, medicines for both human and animals and all these in an integrated, interdependent
way so that all available natural resources are used effectively, efficiently. And also this system
provided the strength to the farmers of bearing risks of adversities where one or the other
components will fetch farmer and his family some income even at any cost of natural disasters.

This system is replaced by mono-cropping or mono farm enterprises like dairy, poultry,
processing etc. whatever may be the reason for the sift but is leading to suicides of farmers,
environmental pollutions, and many more.

This sift has forced government to come up with many schemes, subsidy programs which is
burdening the government and in turn the public.

And it is this family system which is influencing a lot on farming system. And how is it
influencing we will understand with one or two cases.

Earlier each member in the family is to get involved in one or the other activities based on their
capabilities, knowledge, strength it was like a present day organizations. Most importantly
agriculture will never wait for anything and anybody. And as each individual will have at least
few unavoidable instances like some functions, festivals, recreations need, hospitalizations,
deaths etc he will have to be outside the farm, then other family members in joint family system
is to take care of the farm activities as it was all their property/asset. Aged people is to be like
watch man during night hours at home by virtue of their age they will not get that deep sleep for
long time, look after small activities like few poultry birds one two cows, few sheep or goat, or
else watch the, about to be harvesting fruit crops like mango, jamun, etc. women at home is to
get involved in small scale processing for both home and sale purpose, preservation of seeds, do
milking of animals involve in dairy activities, weeding in field, also some time market the
produce in nearby market (santhe). Men were to do hard jobs like sowing, inter-cultivation,
harvesting, threshing, bull maintenance, etc. And now in nuclear families as they will have none
to support his farm activities, he has gradually removed animals, sold out plant species, and left
with only land to sow the annuals and harvest it. Because of which his dependency on external
inputs have increased and cost of farming has gone up, incomes are not regular leading to



shortage of money, increased indebtedness etc. and farming has become more risky enterprise
now.

Why this movement of family from joint to nucleus might be happening is, uneducated literacy,
government policies, and raising income in non agricultural sector.

In a family if someone is just literate he moves to city for a job, and then he feels he is earning
more than the fellow brother and sister why should he share his income with them who are
working in their farm (quite natural)? So he comes out of the family leading to nucleus family.
This is happening because each of the farm produce if calculated cultivation cost is higher than
the cost of buying in market. Also food habits have changed.

Next is Government policies, earlier for any of the societies work like construction of small dam,
pond (kere). The rule is to be one person per family per week or some unit period. So in that case
if families get divided more days that nucleus family was needed to spend for that work. And if it
was joint families less manpower per unit days. So people thought twice before getting divided.
See the same scenario in now days irrespective of the members in the family they are taxed and
next important is benefits, smaller families more benefits like annabagya yojana, number of
LPG cylinders to family, benefits to small land holders, such of these schemes are dividing the
families leading to nucleus families leading to change in farm practices leading to all present day
problems.

One more is when women are also being paid equal rights in ancestors property the relationship
is measured quantitatively, so once women take property there ends the relationship. If otherwise
in Indian system monthly festivals, programs like (shall by men to their sisters children, kubusa
or seemanth during pregnancy of the sisters, many more to say) women were to enjoy more than
the property they is to get. But along with this each families is to be benefited by exchange of
farm outputs and inputs as well. This reduced risk of buying inputs from external market and
selling output to external market saving the marketing cost in both cases.

To understand all this human beings should think beyond monetary values, he should think with
educated brain and heart rather than just literate brain. Should think broadly; keep in mind the
society, state, nation and finally a globe as one. Otherwise it just does not affect our farming
system but entire ecology and this leads to all present day problems not just in agriculture but
earth as a whole.

For all this to happen and strengthen the family farming to reap the benefits of family farming
value for farm outputs should be at least more than what individually if they prepare at home.
Like cost of milk in market should be more than the cost of rearing a cow and get the milk. Cost
of dhal in market should be more than the cost of making dhal at home on small scale.
Government policies should also be such that people go for farming leading to family farming.
Attitude of educated youth towards farming being a layman’s job should go. So for this support
for non-farm activities like buying auto, car at subsidized rates should go. And above all value
for farmers in the minds of the public should change.



