
                                                 

 

GO – QUIZ 

1. Govatsa Dwadashi is celebrated mainly to honor which divine being? 

2. When is Govatsa Dwadashi observed? 

3. What is the main spiritual significance of observing Govatsa Dwadashi? 

4. Which devine cow is considered the origin of all cows according to scriptures? 

5. Which two scriptures mention the observance of Govatsa Dwadashi? 

6. On Govatsa Dwadashi, people usually avoid consuming: 

7. What does the Sanskrit term “Go Raksha” mean? 

8. What is the primary goal of GoPals? 

9. Which of the following best supports GoPasl’ mission? 

10. The essence of Govatsa Dwadashi can be summarized as:  

11. Bargur cows are native to which Indian hill range? 

12. Cow dung is traditionally used in India for: 

13. Which of the following breeds is renowned for its resistance to drought? 

14. Which of the following statement is incorrect about cattle grazing? 

15. Panchagavya is a mixture of five cow products, which includes all EXCEPT: 

16. According to the ministry of agriculture and farmer’s welfare, which Indian states 

have adopted natural farming. Order from highest to lowest adoption. 

17. The Gir breed of cows originates from which Indian state? 

18. Benefits of zero budget natural farming using cow-products (cow urine, dung) from 

our indigenous cows? 

19. According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the 

animal waste on this planet produces around what percentage of methane, which is the 

main source of biogas. 

20. Which of following statements is correct? 

21. According to the US patents related to cow urine which of the following medicinal 

properties are present in cow urine. 

22. Though chemical fertilizers increase crop production, due to their overuse which of 

the following happens 

23. According to the Miraculous Benefits of cow urine from journal of Drug Delivery and 

therapeutics which of the following is curable with cow urine. 

24. The practice of using cow dung to coat the floors and walls of homes is believed to: 

25. cow urine therapy is known as: 

26. Which of the following schemes is a component to improve soil health and support 

and promote organic Farming 

27. Which of the below is not one of the values of Gopals. 

28. In MUSIC2HEAL, by team GoPals what does HEAL stand for  

29. Which of the following are goals of Gopals 

30. With respect to Team GoPals what does SAC mean 

31. What is lord Krishna’s favourite activity as a child in Vrindavan? 

32. Identify the Gou family which Krishna used to play with? 

33. What is the name of the divine cowherd village where Krishna spent his childhood? 



                                                 

 

34. Gopashtami is the day when Lord Krishna was given the responsibility 1st time to take 

cows for grazing by his father – Nanda Maharaj, what was the age of Krishna then? 

35. What is the term used to describe Krishna as the protector and caretaker of cows? 

36. How did Krishna protect the cows and the people of vrindavan from the wrath of 

Indra? 

37. What name is Krishna often called that directly means “friend of the cows”? 

38. What was the weapon of Balrama? 

39. What is the significance of Govatsa Dwadashi in relation to the protection of Cows? 

40. How many cows Nanda Maharaj had? 

41. Why is drinking buttermilk after lunch advised? 

42. What is the benefit of beta-casein protein available in indigenous cows? 

43. Which indigenous cow breed in Karnataka has high beta-casein protein? 

44. What product is cherished by lord Krishna, and how does it benefit our lives? 

45. Which indigenous cow milk in Karnataka has the highest lactoferrin content? 

46. What is the most crucial factor contributing to environmental degradation and climate 

change? 

47. What is SATAT, which was initiated by the govt. of India? 

48. Which is a simply way to handle wastewater treatment in school, colleges, industries; 

and apartments? 

49. What is the benefit of cow grazing in forests? 

50. What are the rich vitamins individuals would receive when organic matter (such as 

compost manure and green manure) is included in the soil for vegetable crops? 

51. Name five plants that can be used as fodder for cows: 

52. What are alternatives for chemical fertilizers like urea and DAP in farming? 

53. What eco-friendly products can be used daily at home? 

54. Which seed has higher nutritional content and adapts to the local climate when it 

grows? 

55. How much carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions can be avoided if individual skip using a 

four – wheeler for up to a 10km journey? 

56. What is the significant change one can make to preserve indigenous cows and support 

society? 

57. What animal is Nandi depicted as per ancient scriptures and puranas? 

58. Nandi is the vahana of which god? 

59. Which hindu purana extensively describes Nandi’s origin and Devotion to Shiva? 

60. What does Nandi symbolize in Shaivism? 

61. Which part of Shiva temple is Nandi typically placed 

62. Who was Nandi’s father, according to Shiva Purana? 

63. Which boon did Lord Shiva grant to Nandi? 

64. Which demon did Nandi defeat to protect the Devas? 

65. In which scripture does Nandi narrate divine knowledge to sages? 

66. According to the skanda purana, what was the primary duty of Nandi in Kailash? 

67. What do devotees whisper into Nandi’s ears when praying? 

68. Which temple is famous for its giant Nandi statue, one of the largest monolithic bull 

statues in India? 



                                                 

 

69. What festival is associated with honouring Nandi along with Lord Shiva? 

70. The grand nandi statue in Karnataka is located in which city? 

71. Which ancient Tamil shaivite text highlights the importance on Nandi? 

72. Why is Nandi always depicted in a seated posture? 

73. According to Hindu tradition, how should one view Nandi in a temple? 

74. What does Nandi’s white colour represent in Hindu beliefs? 

75. Which famous south Indian temple features a giant bronze Nandi? 

76. In which country outside India is Nandi also worshipped in Shaivite temple? 

77. In which prison was Krishna born? 

78. Who carried baby Krishna across the Yamuna River on the night of his birth? 

79. When indra sent heavy rains to Gokul, which mountain did Krishna lift to protect the 

villagers? 

80. What is krishna’s favourite food? 

81. Cow dung from desi cows can be used to  

82. Which river is closely connected to krishna’s childhood in vrindavan? 

83. In vedic times, what was the role of a Gopa in the community? 

84. Which demon came in the form of a horse to challenge Krishna? 

85. Which giant crane demon attacked Krishna and was torn apart? 

86. Panchagavya, a traditional organic preparation, is make from  

87. In ancient indian culture, cows were sometimes gifted to scholars and priests as a  

88. In Dharmic ethics, harming a cow is considered a grave sin because 

89. Which demon kidnapped the cowherd boys and calves, prompting Krishna to expand 

himself into their form? 

90. In the concept of Kamadhenu, the wish fulfilling cow, she emerged from  

91. In Ayurveda, cow ghee is valued for its 

92. Sahiwal cattle breed originated from which region? 

93. Which indigenous cattle breed is known as the “Pride of Andra Pradesh”? 

94. Kankrej cattle are mainly found in which Indian state? 

95. Amrith Mahal cattle were developed mainly for: 

96. Which Indian cattle breed gives the highest milk? 

97. Vechur cattle, one of the smallest cattle breeds in the world, belongs to which state? 

98. Tharparkar cattle originated from which region? 

99. Red sindhi cattle originated from: 

100. Hariana cattle are mainly found in which Indian states? 

101. Which Indian cattle breed is known for its adaptability to harsh climates and good 

milk production? 

102. Differentiate between Indian Cow breed and the foreign breed in appearence (Jersy)? 

103. In Bhopal Gas tragedy one family was not affected by the gas leakage. What is the 

reason. 

104. What is the meaning of Gavya? 

 

 

 

 



                                                 

 

 

Identify the cow breeds 

 

PUNGANUR 

 
Characteristics: 

 This breed of cattle called Punganur is a dwarf, dual purpose cattle. They are mainly 

confined to Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 This breed was developed by Rulers of Punganurarea and hence named after the area. 

The breeding tract is confined to the taluks of Punganur and adjacent taluks of 

Vayalpad, Madnapalli and Palamaner in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 Punganur breed is mainly reared at Livestock Research Station, Palamaner, Chittoor 

district, Andhra Pradesh. This place is attached to Shri Venkateswara Veterinary 

University, Tirupati. 

 Some animals are also maintained by private breeders. This breed type usually white, 

grey or light brown to dark brown or red in colour. At times, animals with white colour 

mixed with red, brown or black coloured patches are also found. 

 Puganur is very easily noticed by its short stature. This breed has a broad forehead and 

quite short horns. Their horns are very much crescent shaped and these horns often 

loose curving backward and go forward in males. 

 In case of their females the horns travel lateral and then forward. Known for draught 

resistance, it can thrive well on dry fodder feeding. Punganur bullocks are generally 

used for agricultural operation in light soil. 

 They are used for driving carts for transportation and special races as well. Punganur 

cows give an average milk yield as 546 Kg per lactation (which ranges from 194 to 

1100 Kg) and also with 5% average milk fat. 



                                                 

 

MALNAD GIDDA 

 
Characteristics: 

 Malnad Gidda is commonly referred to as Gidda, Uradana and Varshagandhi. Malnad 

actually can be translated as a hilly region and Gidda refers to the word - small or 

dwarf. 

 The breeding tract of this breed includes Chikmagalur, Dakshin Kannada, Hassan, 

Kodagu, Shimoga, Uttar Kannada and Udupi districts of Karnataka. 

 They play a major role in the rural economy of this region by providing milk, manure 

and draft power with negligible inputs. 

 Malnad Gidda are well accustomed to the internalagro-ecological systems of Western 

Ghats. Their primary skin coat colour is black along with light shades of fawn on thighs 

and shoulders region. 

 Horns are generally small, straight, outward, upward and inward. Varshagandhi breed 

cattle are quite small with a compact body frame and the adult animals of this breed 

are only around 90 centimetres tall. 

 These animals have a tail switch that is black in color. They have a hump which is 

small. Their udder is also small and bowl shaped. 

 Malnad Gidda cattle are reared under low input low output system. In some of the 

areas, it is zero feeding system where animals sustain solely on grazing. 

 Malnad Gidda cows give 3-5 kg of milk in a day and their average lactation yield is 

usually around 220 Kg. Gidda cattle are very much acclimatized to harsher climates 

including very heavy rainfall. 



                                                 

 

BARGUR 

 
Characteristics: 

 This breed known as Bargur, is a draught cattle breed found around Bargur hills, in 

Bhavani taluk of Erode district of Tamil Nadu. Bargur breed is cultivated to carry out 

agricultural operations in hilly terrain. 

 Bargur breed is also renowned for its trotting ability. Bargur cattle has skin coat as 

brown in colour with white patches all over the body. 

 They have horns that are light brown in colour and they emerge closer at the root. Their 

horns are inclined backward, outward and upward with a forward curve, which finally 

ends with a sharp edge at the tip. 

 Thisbreed animals are maintained in extensive management system and Bargur cattle 

are raised in forest area in a semi-wild condition and housed in enclosures called 

“Pattys”, in groups of 50 to 200 heads, by hired local tribal laborers called “Lingaiys”. 

 Bargur cows give average milk yield per lactation as 350 kg and the overall range is 

from 250-1300 kg. 

ALAMBADI 

 
Characteristics: 



                                                 

 

 Originated from Alambadi of Dharmapuri district in Tamilnadu. 

 Alambadi cattle are generally grey or dark grey in colour. Also, some other colors are 

also available in certain other areas. 

 White markings will be seen in forehead, limb and tail. 

 Horns are backward curving like Mysore cattle. 

 Resembles Hallikar and also known as Betas.It is useful in ploughing. 

 Alambadi cattle is medium in size. Alambadi cattle have white markings in the 

forehead, limb and tail of this cattle breed. Alambadi cattle have heads that are narrow 

and they have horns that are backward curving. Their forehead and hump are quite 

prominent and is present with a thick dewlap. Usually, an adult Alambadi bull weighs 

about 317-362 kg and these cowsweigh about 290 kg. 

 Alambadi bulls have a very massive body and are of larger built. 

 These cattle are dark grey and grey in colour. They also have white markings in their 

body and it can be mainly spotted in the forehead, limb and tail of Alambadi breed 

cattle. 

 They have a tight skin and their heads are dark in colour.Alambadi breed have 

prominent forehead. Narrow face, Small pointed ears, thick dewlap and dark neck are 

their other important features. 

 They have a shoulder hump which is big and dark. They also have Penis sheath flap 

that is very small. These cattle variety have horns that extend in a backwards direction 

to end in sharp points. 

 Like many otehr indigenous cattle breed, alambadi cows are also poor milkers 

only.This breed type bullocks are active, hardy and can subsist on scanty ration. They 

are not swift trotters but quite suitable for the heavy draught. 

 Alambadi cattle breed are bred in the hilly tract. They are reared mostly based on forest 

grazing. 

PULIKULAM 

 
Characteristics: 

 Pulikulam is a popular draught and game breed of Tamil Nadu. It is named after its 

village of origin (Pulikulam in Tamil Nadu) and is also known as “Palingumaadu”, 

“Mani maadu”, “Jallikattumaadu”, “Mattu maadu” and “Kilakattumaadu”. 



                                                 

 

 Madurai, Sivaganda and Virudhunagar districts of Tamil Nadu form its breeding tract. 

Males are dark grey in colour while females are white or grey.The animals are small 

sized with compact body and short legs. 

 Muzzle, eyelids, tail switch and hooves are black. Fore Head is broad and has a groove 

at centre. Hump is large in males and small in females. 

 Udder is not well developed. Horns are curved outward, upward, backward and then 

inward, ending with pointed tips spaced wide apart. The breed is not meant for milk 

production and only a few animals are milked in a large herd for consumption by 

herdsman. Generally, milk yield is about 1.25 Kg per day within a range of 0.5 kg to 2 

Kg. The animals are also reared for manure purpose. 

 Pulikulam breed of cattle is commonly seen in cumbum valley of Madurai district in 

Tamil Nadu. 

 They are also known as Jallikattumadu, kidaimadu, sentharai. 

 These breed of bullocks are mainly used for penning in the field. and are used for 

ploughing. 

 Presence of reddish or brownish spots in muzzle, eyes, switch and back is the 

characteristic feature of this breed. 

 Typical backward curving horns of likeMysore type cattle. 

 Pulikulam breeds are quite active and are useful draught animals but they are not fast 

trotters. 

KANGEYAM 

 
Characteristics: 

 Kangeyamtype of cattle breed is usually referred to as “Kanganad” and “Kongu”. The 

breeding path of this breed is Coimbatore, Erode, Dindigul, Karur and Namakkal 

district of Tamil Nadu. 

 This breed derives its name from its habitat - Kangayam taluk of Erode district (earlier 

part of Coimbatore district). Late Pattogar of Palayakottai developed this breed. This 

breed resemblesUmblachery breed. 

 These animals are obviously found in Kangeyam, Dharapuram taluks of Erode district, 

and also in Karur taluk of Karur district. This breed typearepresent in two varieties, 

small and large. 



                                                 

 

 The smaller variety is found in the Kangayam, Dharapuram, Udumalpet, Pollachi, 

Paddadam and Erode subdivisions, while the larger variety is found in the areas of 

Karur, Aravakurchi and Dindigul subdivisions of Tamil Nadu. 

 Kangeyambreed is typically grey or white in color. This cattle's calves have a coat that 

is red at birth, but changes to grey at about 6 months of age. Their males are usually 

grey in color with black or very dark grey markings on their head, neck, hump and 

quarters. 

 Their cows are generally white and grey along with deep markings on the knees, and 

also just above the fetlocks on all four legs. This breed type of cattlehave dark eyes 

with prominent black rings around them. 

 This feature is the most prominent feature of this breed. Kangeyam's horns are long 

and strong, take backward, outward and upward sweep and then curving inward with 

tips tending to meet each other to form crescent shape. 

 Kangeyam cattle are moderate in size, active and powerful. They are also highly prized 

draught animals. This breed of bullocks have great capacity for work and are used for 

various agricultural operations plus for works like sugarcane load hauling.They are 

generally poor milkers. Their average milk yield is around 540 kg with an average milk 

fat of 3.9%. 

HALLIKAR 

 
Characteristics: 

 Hallikar is a very thin looking breed and it produces low yields of milk. 

 Originated from the former princely state of Vijayanagaram, presently part of 

Karnataka. 

 The colour is grey or dark grey. 

 Compact, muscular and medium size animal with prominent forehead, long horns and 

strong legs. 

 This breed type is quite famous for its draught capacity and mainly for its trotting 

ability. 

 It is also known as Mysore and is one the best best draught breed of South India. The 

breeding tract comprises Mysore, Mandya, Bangalore, Kolar, Tumkur, Hassan and 

Chitradurga districts of Karnataka. It is white to light grey in colour. 



                                                 

 

 Young breeding bulls have dark shades on shoulder and hindquarters. Horns emerge 

near each other from top of poll and are carried straight, upward and backward, till 

nearly half the length and then orient slightly forward and inward with pointed tips. 

 It has got white marks or irregular patches around its eyes, cheeks, neck or shoulder 

region. These animals are bred in semi-intensive management system by professional 

breeders. Green fodder that is given as feed to them, chiefly comprises finger-millet, 

grass, sorghum or pearl-millet. 

 This breed has an average milk yield per lactation as 542 kg and it ranges from 227-

1134 kg with average milk fat of 5.7%. 

KHILLARI 

 
Characteristics: 

 Khillari is well-known as Mandeshi, Shikari and Thillar. They are just average 

milkers only. 

 They have originated from Sholapur and Sitapur districts of Maharashtra. 

 Khillari closely resembles Hallikar breed. 

 They are found to be in grey-white in colour. 

 This breed type is known to have long horns that turn forward in a queer way. Their 

horns are usually black, sometimes pinkish. 

In this breed type, Bullocks are quite fast and powerful. 

 These are draught breed and bullocks are known for their quick draught capability. 

Their breeding path traces to is Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwad, Gulbarga, Bangalkote 

district of Karnataka&Pune. Also the breeding tract is from Satara, Sangli, Solapur, 

Kolhapur, Osmanabad district of Maharashtra. 

 This breed is thought to have originated from Hallikar or Amritmahal breed of cattle. 

There are four types of Khillari cattle that are prevalent in different parts of the 

country. They are as follows: “Atpadi Mahal” in Southern Maharashtra, “Mhaswad” 

in Solapur and Satara area, “Thillari” in Satpura range of hills, and “Nakali” in 

adjoining area of this region. The typical Khillaribreed animal is quite compact and 

usually tight skinned with clean cut features. Their complete appearance is like a 

compact cylinder with stout, strongly set limbs. 

 There is a slight rise in the level of the back towards the pelvis. They posses horns 

that are verylong and pointed. Horns follow the backward curve of the forehead 

which are placed close together at the root with thick base, then it grows backward 



                                                 

 

for half of the length and then the horns turn upwards in a smooth bow shape very 

queer to this type of breed that usually ends in pointing tips. 

 They have ribs that are fully sprung and thisgives their trunk a barrel shape. The gait 

of Khillari is quick and spirited. Khillari cattle of Deccan plateau - the “Mhaswad” 

and the “Atpadi Mahal” type are greyish-white. Males are dark over the fore & 

hindquarters with peculiar grey and white mottled marking on face. 

 The “Tapti Khillari” are white with carroty nose and carroty hooves. Bullocks of this 

breed are highly valued for their swiftness and powerful nature. They are draught 

animals. These breed type of animals can travel miles without showing any signs of 

fatigue. Khillari cows gives an average milk yield per lactation as 451 kg with an 

average milk fat of 4.2 %. The lactation yield usually ranges from 240 to 515 kilo 

grams. 

AMRITH MAHAL 

 
Characteristics: 

 Amritmahal breed of cattle are commonly referred to as the Doddadana, Jawari Dana 

and Number Dana. They are moderate milkers.Originated in Hassan, Chikmagalur 

and Chitradurga district of Karnataka.Amiritmahals are grey cattle but their shade 

varies from almost white to near black. 

 The muzzle, feat and tail are usually black.This type of cattle have horns that are long 

and they end in sharp black pointsThis is one or the best known draught breeds of 

India. 

 They are not big animals but are very fiery, active cattle, and arc famous for their 

powers of endurance. They were largely used by the Duke of Wellington, then Sir 

Arthur Wellesley in his campaigns. 

 They are much valued as draught cattle in Mysore State and in the surrounding 

territories. “Amrit” means milk and “Mahal” means house. The breeding tract 

includes Chikmagalur, Chitradurga, Hassan, Shimoga, Tumkur and Davanagere 

districts of Karnataka. 

 Amritmahal was reared from a herd established by the king of Mysore state between 

1572 and 1636 A D and it was developed from draught breed of southern India with 

an objective to increase the milk productivity. 



                                                 

 

 This type of cattle breed is usually grey in colour but the colour varies from white to 

almost black. In some cases, white grey marks or patches are present on face and also 

in dewlap of some animals. 

 Dark shades on neck, shoulder, hump and hindquarters. Head is long and tapers 

towards muzzle. Horns are long and emerge from the top of the poll, fairly close 

together in backward and upward direction, turn in and end in sharp black points - 

sometime touching each other. 

 Amritmahal is a well renowned draught breed usually popular for its power and 

endurance. These animals are fiery and active. Bullocks are especially suited for 

trotting and quick transportation. Cows are very poor milkers. Average milk yield per 

lactation is 572 kg. 

ONGOLE 

 
Characteristics: 

 They are fair milkers. Ongole is a prominent dual purpose breed of Andhra Pradesh. 

The breed got its name from its geographical area of origin, i.e. Ongole. 

 Large muscular breed with a well developed hump. 

 Suitable for heavy draught work. 

 White or light grey in color. 

 Average milk yield is 1000 kg per lactation. 

 The cattle of the Ongole tract of the Madras Presidency are among the best known 

breeds of Indian Cattle and are much valued for work and (or milk production). In the 

past Ongole Cattle were exported to tropical America andother countries on an 

extensive scale mainly for improving thelocal cattle by grading, and in some of these 

countries herds orpure-bred Ongole cattle are now maintained to provide sires 

forgrading up the local stock or European origin. 

 The breed has glossy white coat color. Males possess dark markings on head, neck 

and hump and black points on knees and pastern. Horns are short and stumpy, 

growing outward and backward from the outer angles of the poll, thick at the base 

and firm without cracks. In cows, horns are thinner than bulls. Horns that are present 

in cows, usually extend outward, upward and inward. This breed of cattle can be 

identified visibly by its majestic gait, stumpy horns and big fan shaped and fleshy 

dewlap. Ongole cows produce milk with an average of 798 kg per lactation and with 

an average fat percentage of 3.79%. 



                                                 

 

KANKREJ 

 
Characteristics: 

 Kankrej is also usually known as Wadad or Waged, Vagadia, Talabda, Nagar, 

Bonnai. The milk of this cow is highly medicinal in nature. It is very useful in tick 

fever, heat stress, contagious abortion and tuberculosis. 

 Originated from Southeast Rann of Kutch of Gujarat and adjoining Rajasthan 

(Barmer and Jodhpur district). 

 The horns of Kankrej are lyre-shaped. 

 Colour of this breed of cattle varies from silver-grey to iron-grey or steel black. 

 Kankrej has got a very queer pace of walking called as 1 ¼ paces (sawai chal). 

 Kankrej is valued for fast, powerful, draught cattle. 

 Useful in ploughing and carting. 

 The cows are good milkers, yielding about 1400 kgs per lactation. 

 This is one of the most prized breeds of cattle in India. Its home is the country to the 

south-east of the Rann of Kutch extending from the south west comer of the 

Tharparkar district of Sind to Ahmedabad in Bombay Province and from Deesa in the 

east to Radhanpur State in the west, particularly along the Banaras and Saraswati 

rivers. 

 They are very highly prized as fast, powerful draught cattle and in the past were 

extensively exported to America and other countries for grading up the indigenous 

cattle. 



                                                 

 

SAHIWAL 

 
Characteristics: 

 Sahiwal cattle are the best indigenous dairy breed. 

 This cow is also called ‘Red Gold’ and identified by its prominent red color. 

Originated in Montgomery region of undivided India. 

 This breed otherwise known as Lola, Lambi Bar, Montgomery, Multani, Teli. 

 This is considered to be the best -Zebu milch breed. 

 The animal is generally dull in color. Some may be pale red or dark brown or even 

blackish. Some others may tend to have spots or patches of large white areas. 

Reddish dun or pale red in color, sometimes flashed with white patches. 

 They have a symmetrical body, broad head, long deep lethargic and heavy 

constitution. Animals have well developed udder and good slope at rump. The skin is 

fine and horns stumpy. 

 Heavy breed with symmetrical body having loose skin. The animal is referred as 

'Lola' as its got heavy dewlap. In general, the average weight of its males are about 

520 kg and the females of this species are 340 kg. 

 These are essentially milch cattle and owing to their milking capacity they are largely 

exported to other areas for milk production . 

 The bullocks are useful for slow work. 

 This breeds got imported to Australia, due to its excellent qualities and were used in 

developing a synthetic crossbreed known as Australian Milking Zebu (AMZ) cattle. 



                                                 

 

GIR 

 
Characteristics: 

 Among all the Indian breeds, this breed is highest producer of milk. 

 It is used for making hybrid variety not only in India, but also other countries like 

Brazil. 

 It got originated in Gir forests of South Kathiawar in Gujarat. 

 It's also found in Maharashtra, Baroda and adjacent Rajasthan. 

The other names of this breed are: 

“Bhodali”, “Desan”, “Gujarati”, “Kathiawari”, “Sorthi”, and “Surati”. 

The breeding tract of the breed includes Junagadh, Bhavnagar, Amreli and Rajkot districts of 

Gujarat. It is named after the Gir forest, the geographical area of origin of the breed. 

Appearance: 

 Basic colors of skin are white with dark red/chocolate-brown patches/sometimes 

black/purely red. 

 They have well shaped udder with large teats. 

  

 Horns are peculiarly curved, gives it and that of a ‘half moon’. 

 Huge forehead and a very long pendulous type of curled leaf-like ears are its 

uniqueness. 

Specialties: 

 This breed is known for its disease resistance and hardiness. 

 The Bullocks are heavy powerful animals. They need to be well developed. 

 They are slow and lethargic in movement compared with some of the fast trotting 

cattle. 

 Bullocks of this breed are capable of dragging heavy loads on all kinds of soil. Be it 

sandy, black or rocky. 

 This particular breed is world- famous for its tolerance ability towards stressful 

conditions. Having faced scarcity for a number of years, it has the capacity for 

yielding more milk with less feeding. It is resistant to various tropical diseases. 

 Animals of this specific breed have been imported by countries like Brazil, USA, 

Venezuela and Mexico due to their special survival nature. 

 They are being bred there successfully. 

 The animals are of red color. 

 Many animals have white spots. 



                                                 

 

 Variants with different shades of red are also available. 

 The average weight of males is 544 kg. The females weigh 386 kg. 

 

 

Questions with one / two-word answer: 
1. What are native cows also called?  

2. Name any one native breed of cow in India.  

3. Which native cow breed is known as the "Queen of Indian Breeds"?  

4. Which Indian state is famous for the Gir cow?  

5. Which native cow breed is famous for its hump?  

6. What is the large fold of skin under a native cow's neck called?  

7. What is the main color of a Sahiwal cow?  

8. Which native cow breed is commonly found in Karnataka?  

9. Which breed of native cow is famous for its strength in farming?  

10. What is the scientific name of Indian native cattle?  

11. What is the main food of cows?  

12. What is the young one of a cow called?  

13. What is a male cow called?  

14. How many stomach compartments does a cow have?  

15. What is cow dung commonly used for in villages?  

16. What is cow urine traditionally used for?  

17. Which gas is commonly produced from cow dung in biogas plants?  

18. What do cows chew again after eating?  

19. Which vitamin is naturally abundant in milk from grass-fed native cows?  

20. Name one benefit of rearing native cows.  

21. Which native cow breed is known for producing A2 milk?  

22. What is A2 milk?  

23. Why are native cows considered suitable for India's climate?  

24. Which organization in India works for the conservation of indigenous cattle breeds?  

25. On which day is World Milk Day celebrated? 

 

 

True/False questions 
No. Statement 

1 
Sustainable development means meeting present needs without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

2 Renewable resources such as solar and wind energy can never be exhausted. 

3 The greenhouse effect is entirely harmful to life on Earth. 

4 
Deforestation contributes to climate change by reducing the number of trees that 

absorb carbon dioxide. 

5 
Recycling always consumes more energy than producing products from raw 

materials. 

6 Biodiversity refers only to the variety of animal species in an ecosystem. 

7 Wetlands help reduce flooding by absorbing excess rainwater. 

8 Using public transport instead of private vehicles can help reduce carbon emissions. 

9 Plastic waste decomposes naturally within five years. 



                                                 

 

10 The three Rs of waste management are Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. 

11 Ozone depletion is caused mainly by carbon dioxide emissions. 

12 Organic farming completely eliminates the need for pest control. 

13 Mangrove forests protect coastal areas from storms and erosion. 

14 Every species in an ecosystem plays the same ecological role. 

15 
Switching to LED bulbs helps conserve energy compared to traditional incandescent 

bulbs. 

16 Climate and weather refer to the same phenomenon. 

17 Excessive use of chemical fertilizers can lead to water pollution. 

18 Composting kitchen waste can reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills. 

19 
The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) include goals related to 

climate action and clean water. 

20 Planting trees alone is enough to solve all environmental problems. 

 

Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) questions on Agriculture 
No. HOTS Question 

1 
A farmer has limited water for irrigation. Should the farmer choose rice or millet? 

Why? 

2 
A village clears a forest to expand farmland. What could be two long-term 

environmental consequences? 

3 
If bees disappeared from an agricultural region, how would crop production be 

affected? 

4 

Two farmers grow the same crop. One practices crop rotation while the other grows 

the same crop every year. Who is more likely to maintain soil fertility over time? 

Why? 

5 Why is it risky for farmers to depend on only one crop throughout the year? 

6 
A farmer uses excessive chemical fertilizers to increase yield. Will this always 

improve productivity in the long run? Explain. 

7 
If climate change causes irregular rainfall, what farming practice would help farmers 

adapt? 

8 Why is drip irrigation considered more sustainable than flood irrigation? 

9 
A farmer notices fewer earthworms in the field than before. What might this indicate 

about soil health? 

10 
Why is preserving native crop varieties important even if hybrid varieties produce 

higher yields? 

11 
Which farming system is more sustainable: one relying only on chemicals or one 

integrating organic manure and fertilizers? Why? 

12 
A pest attacks only one crop in a mixed farm. Why might mixed farming reduce 

economic loss? 

13 
If a government provides subsidies for solar-powered irrigation pumps, how could 

this benefit both farmers and the environment? 

14 Why might overgrazing by livestock reduce future agricultural productivity? 

15 How does planting trees around farms (agroforestry) benefit agriculture? 

16 
A farmer wants maximum profit but also wants to protect the environment. Which 

farming approach should the farmer adopt? 

17 Why is reducing food waste considered as important as increasing food production? 



                                                 

 

18 How would rising temperatures affect crops that require cool climates? 

19 Why is soil often called a "living resource"? 

20 
If you were advising a new farmer with limited resources, what three sustainable 

practices would you recommend? 
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